
A PUBLIC MEETING was held at the Chippewa County Road Commissioner office located at 3949 S. 

Mackinac Trail, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on February 10, 2016. 

PRESENT: Manager Laitinen, Engineer Assistant Deatrick, Engineer Krouth, Vice-Chairman Ornsby, 

Commission Gagnon 

ATTENDANCE:  C. Moser – EUPTA, J. Moore – Kinross Township, J. Carrick – Bay Mills Indian Community, 

A. Smart, E. Benoit - EUPRP&DC  

The meeting was called to order at 11:05 a.m. by Vice-Chairman Ornsby.  Commissioner Gagnon made a 

motion to open the public hearing, Vice-Chariman Ornsby seconded the motion and it was passed. 

PURPOSE: To seek public input for possible TIP projects. 

Manager Laitinen gave an overview of the various funding sources available to the Road Commission for 

operating costs, maintenance and road improvement projects along with funding restrictions and match 

requirements.  Manager Laitinen also explained this meeting’s purpose and objectives, and noted that 

EUPTA (represented by Charles Moser) was a part of the Rural Task Force (RTF) process.  This public 

information input session is required for the development of the local transportation improvement plan 

(TIP).  The local projects from Chippewa, Luce and Mackinac Counties are then incorporated into one 

region TIP for submitting to MDOT.   A meeting of the RTF#11 will be held next week to finalize the 

region’s TIP, where the group will look at the entire region TIP and make adjustments as necessary.  

Manager Laitinen then referred those in attendance to the handout and reviewed the recommended TIP 

projects for 2017-2020. Projects include:  2017 - Riverside Drive (18 Mile to Pennington), EUPTA Transit 

Bus, Pavement Marking; 2018 - Lakeshore Drive (M-221 to Spectacle Lake Rd.), EUPTA Transit Bus, 

Pavement Marking; 2019 – Curly Lewis (Salt Pt. Rd. to M-123), North Hulbert Road, EUPTA Transit Bus, 

Pavement Marking; 2020 – Mackinac Trail (M-48-County Line), 15 Mile (M-129 to St. Marys River), 

EUPTA Transit Bus, Pavement Marking.  It was explained to those present that with the passing of new 

legislation FAST Act the funding options may change which may then affect this TIP and funding, but 

these are unknown factors at this time. 

The floor was then opened for public comment.  

J. Moore requested the Road Commission to consider Kallio Road as a potential future project as it has 

started to deteriorate and he has been receiving calls about it.  It is a federal aid eligible road.  

Bruce Township wondered about the status of Scenic Drive and 13 Mile Rd.  Manager Laitinen explained 

that with the development of DNR Boat Launch facility the traffic has increased and a request to MDOT 

was submitted to make that a federal aid eligible road.  The Road Commission has not received any 

information on that request.  13 Mile road is eligible, but is at a lower tier level and not as high priority. 

Trout Lake – interior streets starting to deteriorate along west side of town.  Road Commission is willing 

to work with local townships, but the Township has to prioritize and come up with local funding sources 

on the interior streets as they are not eligible for the federal aid.   Some Townships have been successful 

at getting road millages passed which help supplement funding.   



A question was raised if the RC has 5 Mile Road in west Soo Township on the radar as the road is getting 

pretty bad.  Soo Township has requested the RC get estimates for work on culvert replacements, 

ditching, and repaving and should see that work started soon.  That road is used as a detour route when 

6 Mile gets flooded.  It is recommended to attend the local township meeting to comment on the 

project as well.   

Rudyard Township is looking at Prairie Road and having the Road Commission do some earthwork to 

prepare it for future paving project, as it has had some flooding issues.  

With no other comments or discussion, Manager Laitinen stated the proposed projects will be 

recommended to be added to the 2017-2020 TIP.  A motion was made by Commissioner Gagnon to 

adjourn and seconded by Vice-Chairman Ornsby and the meeting at was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 


